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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is response to the application filed, on March 30, 2004. Claims 1-36 
are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-18 and 20-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Tritch et al (U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0040939, hereinafter, 'Tritch"). 

With respect to claims 1 and 20, Tritch teaches on the initiative of a service 
provider, registering and storing information about the service provider (i.e., living will 
declaration fig. 4, page 4, section 0035) on the database (i.e., 20 in fig. 1 , page 2, 
section 0023) in anticipation of future creation of advance directives (i.e., fig. 4, page 
sections 0014, 0023) that will come into at least the temporary possession of the service 
provider (page, sections 0023-000031); storing on the database information supplied 
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by the service provider about a person and the person's advance directive (page 3, 
sections 00-23-0024); and automatically transmitting upon request by the service 
provider information about one or more advance directives that were stored in the 
database by the service provider (page 1, sections 0008-0012, page 3, sections 0029- 
0030). 

With respect to claim 2, Tritch teaches granting a request for automatic 
transmission of information about a specific advance directive made by a requester 
other than the service provider that supplied information about that specific advance 
directive if the requester has been previously recorded in the database as being a 
qualified member of a predefined common network that includes the requester and the 
service provider (page 2, section 001 5). 

With respect to claims 3 and 22, Tritch teaches prerecording in the database, 
classifications for members of the predefined network, the step of granting a request if 
the requester is part of the predefined network being performed by determining if the 
requester is classified in the database as qualified to have requests for advance 
directives granted (page 2, section 0015). 

With respect to claims 4 and 23, Tritch teaches listing members of the predefined 
network in the database with a class designation signifying individualized membership 
privileges, the privileges being settable to include: (a) obtaining advance directives; and 
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(b) recording advance directives in the database (page 2, section 0015, page 1, 
sections 0008-0012). 

With respect to claims 5 and 24, Tritch teaches creating reports on activity in, or 
status of, the predefined network; and access to advance directives stored by members 
in a predetermined group of class designations (page 2, section 0015, page 1, sections 
0008-0012). 

With respect to claim 6, Tritch teaches obtaining authorization from a registrant to 
store and release information about an advance directive executed by the registrant to a 
specified class of entities; and storing on the database information supplied by the 
registrant about the registrant's advance directive; and granting a request from one of 
the specified class of entities for automatic transmission of information about the 
registrant's advance directive (page 2, section 0015, page 1, sections 0008-0012). 

With respect to claim 7, Tritch teaches providing to the person, through the 
service provider, information about advance directives; and obtaining possession of the 
advance directive from the person before performing the step of storing on the 
database information supplied by the service provider about the person and the 
person's advance directive (page 2, section 0015, page 1, sections 0008-0012). 
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With respect to claim 8, Tritch teaches providing to the person, through the 
service provider, information about advance directives; and obtaining possession of 
the advance directive from the person before performing the step of storing on the 
database information supplied by the service provider about the person and the 
person's advance directive (page 2, section 0015, page 1, sections 0008-0012). 

With respect to claim 9, Tritch teaches downloading information from the 
database over a global network (page 3, section 0030). 

With respect to claims 10 and 27, Tritch teaches downloading information from 
the database over a global network; or (b) facsimile transmission of information from the 
database over a telephone network (page 3, sections 0026-0030). 

With respect to claims 1 1 and 28, Tritch teaches prerecording on the database a 
facsimile telephone number associated with the service provider to be used when 
transmitting information from the database to the service provider (page 3, sections 
0026-0030). 

With respect to claims 12 ands 29, Tritch teaches over a global network using a 
browser, or over a telephone network using a telephone to respond to verbal prompts 
sent by the communications system (page 3, sections 0026-0030). 
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With respect to claim 1 3, Tritch teaches scanning the person's advance directive 
and storing a digital image produced thereby on the database (page 3, sections 0026- 
0030). 

With respect to claim 14, Tritch teaches automatically transmitting upon request 
by a third party other than the service provider information about one or more advance 
directives that were stored in the database by the service provider, provided the identity 
of the third party is recorded in the database and provided such transmission is in 
accord with predetermined transmission rules (page 2, section 0015, page 1, sections 
0008-0012). 

With respect to claims 15 and 32, Tritch teaches prerecording in the database a 
roster of staff members of the service provider with a level designation signifying 
individualized authority levels, the authority levels being settable to include: obtaining 
advance directives, recording advance directives in the database, and creating status 
and activity reports from information in the database (page 2, section 0015, page 1 , 
sections 0008-0012). 

With respect to claims 16 and 33, Tritch teaches granting a request for automatic 
transmission of information about a specific advance directive made by a requester 
other than the service provider that supplied information about that specific advance 
directive if the specific advance directive has been recorded with a notation signifying 
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that an applicable jurisdiction requires release of the specific advance directive in 
response to properly made requests (page 2, section 0015, page 1, sections 0008- 
0012). 

With respect to claims 17 and 34, Tritch teaches granting a request for automatic 
transmission of information about a specific advance directive made by a requester 
other than the service provider that supplied information about that specific advance 
directive if the specific advance directive has been recorded with a notation signifying 
that an applicable jurisdiction requires release of the specific advance directive in 
response to properly made requests, or the requester has been previously recorded in 
the database as being a qualified member of a predefined common network that 
includes the requester and the service provider (page 2, section 0015, page 1 , sections 
0008-0012). 

With respect to claims 1 8 and 35, Tritch teaches in instances where the 
requester will be denied automatic transmission of information about the specific 
advance directive, notifying the requester of the existence in the database of information 
about the specific advance directive and how to obtain information about it (page 2, 
section 0015, page 1, sections 0008-0012). 

With respect to claim 21 , Tritch teaches the communications system being 
operable to automatically transmit information about a specific advance directive made 
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by a requester other than the service provider that supplied information about that 
specific advance directive if the requester and the service provider are members of the 
predefined common network, with the requester having been previously recorded in the 
database as a qualified one of the members of the predefined common network (page 
2, section 0015, page 1, sections 0008-0012). 

With respect to claim 25, Tritch teaches the database has some of its records 
marked to signify open access to health care providers, the communications system 
being operable in response to a request from a health care provider to automatically 
transmit information about advance directives marked for open access (page 2, section 
0015, page 1, sections 0008-0012). 

With respect to claim 26, Tritch teaches communications system is operable to 
download from the database onto a global network information requested by the service 
provider (page 2, section 0015, page 1, sections 0008-0012). 

With respect to claim 30, Tritch teaches database is arranged to store scanned 
digital images of the person's advance directive (page 2, section 0015, page 1, sections 
0008-0012). 

With respect to claim 31 , Tritch teaches the database is arranged to store the 
identity of one or more third parties, the communications system being operable to 
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automatically transmit upon request by one of the third parties other than the service 
provider information about one or more advance directives that were stored in the 
database by the service provider, provided the identity of the third party is recorded in 
the database and provided such transmission is in accord with predetermined 
transmission rules stored on the database (page 2, section 0015, page 1, sections 
0008-0012). 



With respect to claim 33, Tritch teaches the database is arranged to store the 
identity of one or more third parties, the communications system being operable to 
automatically transmit upon request by one of the third parties other than the service 
provider information about one or more advance directives that were stored in the 
database by the service provider, provided the identity of the third party is recorded in 
the database and provided such transmission is in accord with predetermined 
transmission rules stored on the database (page 2, section 0015, page 1, sections 
0008-0012). 

Allowable Subject Matter 



4. Claims 19 and 36 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isaac M. Woo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4043. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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